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The Preacher’s Corner

Epiphany

Epiphany, “shining forth,” in Biblical terms refers to the appear-
ing of Jesus on carth. It also refers to the upcoming appearing of Jesus
when He retumns. The festival of the Epiphany is the festival commemorat-
ing the manifestation of Christ to the Gentiles in the person of the “wise
men from the East™,

The term “epiphany™, is defined by the Oxford English Diction-
ary as a manifestation or appearance of some divine or superhuman being.
We understand epiphany as a sudden, intuitive perception of or insight into
the reality or essential meaning of something, usually initiated by some
simple or commonplace occurrence or experience. For those who have
had a spiritual experience with Jesus Christ, Epiphany could be understood
as the instant when they received a spiritual understanding of the reality of
Christ.

We are celebrating the season of the Epiphany. During
the next six Sundays the lectionary brings to us different ways in which
Jesus has shined forth both to Jews and to Gentiles:
®  The first Sunday of the season during His baptism God makes the offi-
cial presentation. God himself declares Jesus 1o be His Son, the Beloved.
®  The second Sunday Jesus® glory shines forth during the wedding in
Cana of Galilee,
®  The third and forth Sundays Jesus declares himself to be the fulfill-
ment of prophesy of salvation and healing to the poor, the blind, the cap-
tives and the oppressed,
®  The fifth Sunday Jesus shines forth His power and control over the
creatures of the waters.

The last Sunday of Epiphany points us toward His future ministry and
what He is going to do for our salvation and reconciliation with God the
Father.

The season of Epiphany points towards the presence and influ-
ence of Christ in the life of the Church and what He is empowering the
Church to do, "Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching peo-
ple.” What Jesus told Simon is being asked from us: first, not to be afraid,
and second bring people to Jesus as He empowers us. His last words to us
as recorded in the Gospel according to Matthew were: “Remember, | am
with you always, to the end of times".

Today, at St. Mark’s, Jesus is shining in the world through us.
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The Preacher’s Wife: St. Mark’s: A Living Epiphany!

* Partout ou vous legende vous pouvez etre sur, en allant au fond des choses que vous trouverez une
histoire.”

“Whenever you see a legend, you can be sure, if you go to the very bottom of things, that you will find his-
tory."”
Valet de Viriville

Legends are ancient, mysterious and exciting. They are passed down to us through the centuries as
stories from the darkest times in the oral tradition. There are many stories and legends surrounding the Johns-
town flood that members at St. Marks are still telling today. Their origin lost... we don't know where they
come from, but in them we often have a moving account that more fully explains and compliments history. We
have just such a legend as this about the Holy Family for Epiphany ... perhaps from a lost manuscript or frag-
ment from a scroll at Qumran. ..

In Scripture, we find the Holy Family, terrified, warned by angels in a dream... riding for their lives
... Nleeing from King Herod Antipas in terror as he, in his fit of midnight madness, slaughters all the children
under two in the whole village... Herod's cruelty and insanity come from a prophecy that a king is coming that
will grow to become greater than he. The Holy Family departs in the night for Egypt. After this time, we have
little Biblical to account for the life of baby Jesus. In fact, after his presentation to Ana and Simeon at the tem.-
ple we don’t hear again until he is twelve and lost in the temple...and then not until His baptism in the Jordan
at the onset of His public ministry.

Our legend begins on the road to Egypt, in the dark of night the frantic Holy Family; escaping Herod,
has fallen out of the fire into the frying pan. We find them beset by robbers, who would kill both parents and
baby to steal the litile that they had. As the robbers accost them, one among them uncovers a blanket, looking
for treasure, and accidentally locks his eyes on the face of the infant Jesus. Ditimus, the robber pauses... at one
glance into the baby’s face, he beholds the glory of God and is changed. Pleading, begging with his fellows to
cease this unholy endeavor, he intercedes, saving the holy family!

We do not hear of Ditimus again until the last hour. Jesus is strung up on the cross between two
thieves. Our Lord turns his holy head to lock eyes, immediately recognizing the one who speaks to be one of
his own: *Lord when you come into your kingdom, please remember me.” It is Ditimus! Jesus, knowing the
thief’s heart, speaks: */ tell you that this day you will be with me in paradise.”

In our lives, an epiphany is a defining moment... a teaching moment after which we may think or
walk differently on our life journey... a time when we experience something and are changed forever because
of it. ... Just as Didimus, at one time or another, all of us at St. Mark’s have experienced epiphanies within our
lives. Recently, as a diocese, we shared a corporate epiphany. We, like Didimus, know we are Christ’s own!
Let us take this holy time to ponder the exciting places where God will lead us next as a Church and a worship-
ping community,

Blessings to all our church family this Epiphany Season! Gwen J



ANNUAL PARISH

MEETING

Sunday, January 24, 2010
Following the 10:00 am Service

Congregational Approval for
Balancing the Budget

All Parishioners are encouraged to attend!




BISHOP’S VISITA

The Rt. Rev. Bishop Kenneth & Marianne Price will be present at St. Mark’s or
Sunday, February 7, 2010,

In preparaton for his visit, if you know of anyone who would like to be
. Baptized
. First Holy Communion
. Confirmation
. Received into the Episcopal Church

Confirmation and First Holy Communion classes start January 10th.
Please contact Joanne if you are interested in having your child in one
of these class.

Also, if you know of someone who should be received into the Church
or Baptized, again, please let Joanne know.




ALTAR GUILD LINEN DRIVE

I wish to thank all of the members of St. Mark’s who re-
sponded to our request for contributions to the Altar Guild Fund Drive,

Your generosity has made it possible to replace the altar linens that
were worr,

Due to the tremendous response, amounting to $1,572.65, we will be
able to meet other needs beyond the fair linen and the covers for the Cre-
dence Tables. Some of the additional money will be used to replace the
Acolyte Torches. In February we would like to start another “fund raiser”
With monies going towards repairs to the Processional Cross and the

Pew Candles.

On behalf of the Altar Guild, I want to thank everyone for your com-
mitment to St. Mark’s..

God Bless each and everyone.
Doris Horner

Music Ministry Search

is¢ keep the music ministry search in your prayers as we seek to fill the va-
zies of organist and choir director when Becky Schrock's commitment to St.
k's ends at the end of January. Our expectations are to find spirit-filled in-
duals who will honor the traditions of the Episcopal Church, who are
ily qualified in choral direction and organ, and who will work with our entire
pregation to build our music ministry. Direct any suggestions to the search
r Annis Rogers, 539-2295, shaman@atlanticbb.net




Celebration Johnstown -~ First Night
December 31, 2009  6:00 PM — 10:00 PM

St. Mark’s was part of the Johnstown’s First Night 2010 celebration! There was
music of all kinds, magic, and Arts and Crafts by the Bottleworks Ethnic Arts
Center. An ebb and flow of folks enjoying the shows at St. Mark’s, Franklin
Street Methodist, First Presbyterian and the Library kept our volunteers very
busy manning the kitchen and hosting our many visitors. Performances in the
Sanctuary featured the Vivace String Trio, the Croation Singing Society and Jen-
nifer Drummy. Our All Purpose Room rocked with the Southside Strays, Bob
Beatty the Magician, and Bo Moore. A number of folks admired the quiet sa-
cred beauty of our Sancruary. Our Christmas candles and decorations were pre-
pared and lighted for the evening by Dors and Bill Horner. There were many
compliments and words of appreciation.

Our kitchen was very successfull We served hot dogs with sauerkraut and barbe-
cue sandwiches, coffee, hot chocolate, and soft drinks. The kitchen produced
approximately $150 which is destined to our very important Pastoral Care minis-
try.

Many, many thanks to all our volunteers. Joanne took care of so many impor-
tant details. Cindy Leap planned, cut onions and helped direct visitors. Ken
Leap and grandson Bradley served hot dogs and barbecue. Pam Hysong ran the
cash box and helped John and Annis prepare barbecue. Don and Lois organized
the coffee and hot chocolate using their experience with Lenten Lunches. Julie
provided hot dogs, buns and sauerkraut. Don Hysong, Lucie Whittle, Larry
Shaffer, and Sue Kelly pitched in everywhere and really made the evening flow
smoothly. Also, a special thank you to our Sexton, Nikki Forsyth, who readied
the Church and Hall for Sunday’s services.

Magician Bob Beatty with Ji
youngest helper was 7 year old Bradley Pasko (in green)

Smith, grandson of Kenn & Cindy Leap.




i% 2010 Weekly Altar Flowers & Monthly Altar Candles

Donation price is $30 a Sunday for flowers and $8 a month for
candles. Please contact Joanne in the Parish Office or Doris

l Horner with your requests

We have openings for flower requests for the entire year.

WATKINS PARTY

I'd like to thank all who participated in the Watkins Party. It was a huge
success! We sold over a $1,000 in products and we made $223.77 which we

will donate to Pastoral Care.

Thank you so much for your support!

Angie Herbein




Soup & Study
We plan to begin our next book January 20"

The Meaning of Jesus, Two Visions
by Marcus J. Borg and N.T. Wright

paperback: $11.51 with free shipping through amazon

We meet most Wednesday evenings, share a simple meal, and discuss

a chapter a week.

Contact Annis Rogers 538 — 2295
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Thank you, thank you, to everyone who took time from their busy schedule to help provide a
meal at the Family Kitchen on Clinton St., on SATURDAY, December 19th.

PASTORAL CARE

Thank you to everyone who provided “shaving cream” for the Family Kitchen Christmas Bas-
kets.

Thank you to everyone for adopting 3 adult residents at Laurel View V illage for Christmas. We
collected personal care and Christmas items for these elderly residents in ime for Christmas.

St. Mark’s also delivered small Christmas gifts to our own homebound parishioners,

We also need to restock our Food Pantry. We have helped six needy families during the
month of December (one family with 4 children and one family with children.).

In service,
Amy W,

“We must choose this day whetber we will hide onr oyes from the need and close our ears to the call or whether
we will tackle with new decisiveness, mrixed with bumility and devotion, the unchanging command of a faithful

God wha is still seeking.” ~ Ralph Winter in Faithful in Christ Jesus — @ Mission Reader

Mark your calendar for February 7th: 2
Bishop Price visits St. Mark’s < 2>
Souper Bowl Sunday

National Boy Scouts Week

The Boy Scouts will be at the entrances of the Church to collect money and
Food items to refurbish various Food Pantries in the area.







